THE DYNAMICS SURROUNDING PRESIDENT ERNEST BAI KOROMA’S SIGNING OF THE ANTI-CORRUPTION COMMISSION (ACC) BILL AND THE DECLARATION OF HIS ASSETS
President Ernest Bai Koroma is now on record as the first head of state of Sierra Leone to sign into law the new Anti Corruption Commission (ACC) Bill 2008. The Bill gives extensive powers to the Commission in the fight against corruption in Sierra Leone. The President also declares his assets to the Commission on 1st September 2008 as a way of demonstrating his determination to rid the country from the vestige of corruption. 
The President affirmed that there was clarion call by civil society and international groups to address the limitations in the Anti- Corruption Act of 2000.  Other important stakeholders, the President went on, had criticized the Bill saying it was inadequate. Suggestions were made to strengthen the Commission in order to engender its operations.
Under the new law, the President and other public officials are obliged to declare their assets, and then subsequently annually providing updates until they leave office. The President boasted that the declaration of assets is a clear indication of his government’s commitment to fight against corruption, which for him has been seen by many as one of the reasons responsible for the outbreak of the eleven years civil war the country suffered. He stated that despite the country’s huge mineral resources, corruption plummeted the country to the bottom of the United Nation’s Human Development Index.

The ACC Commissioner intimated the audience that the new bill will enable the country sign international cooperation agreements. He referred to the development as historic in the country’s history. He further emphasized that the corrupt offences have been increased from nine to twenty nine. The Commission now has prosecution powers. Beaming with confidence and enthusiasm, he registers that there will be no hiding place for corrupt Sierra Leoneans and foreigners anymore. The new Act gives the ACC the requisite latitude and independence to do its work. For example, now she can investigate cases and take perpetrators to the court of law (prosecutorial powers). 
Not surprisingly, upon the President’s declaration of assets a school of thought argues that since it took the President eleven months to declare his assets there is great possibility that he might have amassed ‘questionable’ wealth before doing so. The argument went on; the President should have publicly declared his assets just like President Helen Johnson-Sirleaf of Liberia did if he had no subterranean intentions. 
The caveat to this is that the Act stipulates that the President should declare his assets secretly and that the documentation should find its way in the public domain only if the court of law demands it, or in a Commission of Enquiry. The President however declared his assets within the three months period stated in the ACC Act. In the Act, public officials should declare their assets within three months upon assuming office. If they deliberately fail to do so, their names should be published in the Gazette, radio, television and eventually face prosecution. This is hoped will curb the high rate of corruption in the country. 
