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OVERVIEW

The purpose of this report is to provide a comprehensive and analytical record of the Village Heads Election in York Ward, Western Area District held on Saturday, February 25th 2006.  Unsuccessful Village Heads Election was held in all five communities on July 18th, 2005. Due to allegations of widespread malpractice, tension, intimidation, and chaos that accompanied the exercise, the National Electoral Commission -NEC annulled the Elections results. The February 25, 2006 Election was therefore a re-run. 

 There was overwhelming Police manpower as well as logistics to maintain security in all the Polling Stations for the February 25, 2006 Elections. As early as 7:00 am, Police personnel in vehicles and on foot were seen patrolling the vicinity of the Polling Stations and the entire township where the Elections were held. A senior Police personnel (The Commanding Officer of the Goderich Community Centre Police Post) offered help to the CGG observer team. He joined and introduced the CGG team to his colleagues and NEC Officials deployed at all the Polling Stations. This gesture went a long way to enable the observer team to monitor and elicit information from both the NEC Officials and Police personnel. There were no reports of any major tension, skirmish or fighting through out the voting period. In a synopsis, there was watertight security. 

Polling day began with a mixture of hope and fear. The hope was that the poll, count and results process would be characterized by transparency, credibility and a fresh start after the annulment and reschedule of the 2005 July Elections. The fear was that there would be fighting, irregularities or worse on such a magnitude as to again deny the people of York Ward, Western Area Rural District conditions in which they could express their will. 

We were granted access to all nine Polling Stations. Each Polling Station was staffed by three NEC officials with heavy Police presence. Voter turn out was disappointingly low. A major problem in the entire polling exercise was the large number of people who had valid ID’s but whose names did not appear on the Voters Register at the Polling Stations. On the whole, the Elections were free and fair; hitch free and devoid of rancour. It thus truly reflected of the will of the people. 

OBSERVERS’ FINDINGS FROM THE VARIOUS POLLING STATIONS

Ober Funkia: Polling Station CODE W – 105023 (–REC School)

Observer: Mr. Maurice Porter
Polling Agents: Mr. Arnold Cole and Mr. Philip Kamara

The polls did not start on time as scheduled due to some administrative and logistical hiccups. Voting started around 9:30 instead of the official time of 7 am. Initially, voter turn out was very low but it improved as time went on. There was heated debate and bitter altercations between the contesting candidates and NEC officials over the use of four additional Voters’ Register. According to NEC officials at the Polling Station, NEC was unable due to limited time and cost to collate a comprehensive Voter Register to conduct the Election. Consequently, NEC decided to use the 2004 Local Government Elections Voters’ Register to conduct the election. A Christiana Orielly of NEC was alleged to have brought at the Polling Station the four additional Voters’ Register with the following serial numbers:  W – 105007, W– 105015, W – 105011 and W – 105012.  

The use of these four additional Voters’ Register was a source of controversy. Argument broke out between the Polling Agents, Presiding Officer, Mr. Mohamed Sheriff and Johannes Rad Fornah, one of the candidates as to whether the four additional voter books were to be used or not. In the confusion, the Police Officer for C Division – Mr. T. A. Fargo (who was in charge of security in the area) intervened and seized the four Voters’ Register for “safe keeping” and to prevent further arguments. However, after negotiations with the Presiding Officer at the Polling Station, Mr. Fargo returned the four Voter Register to him. 

At around 10:54 am, a meeting was held between the Police, the candidates and NEC Officials to find an amicable settlement to the impasse. It was resolved that whether more than four Voters’ Register were used or not, the total number of registered voters for the Polling Station should not exceed 258. The NEC Officials later explained that the additional four Voters’ Register were brought into the Polling Station because some of the voters who were supposed to have registered in their areas did not do so due to misinformation. Most of them registered in other areas like the Goderich Campus of Milton Margai College of Education. As a result, NEC decided to use the Voters Register in the other areas where the electorates had already wrongly registered so as not to disenfranchise them during the Election. The four additional Voters’ Register were however used for the voting. 

RESULTS

Name of candidate                          Symbol                        Results                                                                                       
Mr. Johannes Rad Fornah                     Hoe                              108

Mr. Remson Hooke                              Book                             107

No. of void votes                                                                        10

Both candidates had two observers each who were permanently stationed at the Polling Station from the start of the Elections till the final votes were counted and the boxes sealed. None of the agents/observers for the candidates registered a protest. Voting ended at 5:00pm. However, one of the contestants, Mr. Ramson Hooke with the Book symbol petitioned the Election requesting for a recount of the ballots on the ground that he was dissatisfied with the decision of the Presiding Officer to declare some of the ballots void and alleged that some ballots were fraudulently siphoned out of the Polling Station and photocopied thus making it possible for one voter to cast several ballots. As a result of this petition NEC ordered a recount of the polls, which took place at NEC office Waterloo, Monday March 6th, 2006 at 11 am. 

Mr. Johannes Rad Fornah with the Hoe symbol expressed dismay at NEC’s decision for a recount of the polls and accused NEC Western Area Commissioner Mr. F.C. Bright of robbing him of victory for the second time. 

Results of the recount

At exactly 11am on Monday, March 6th 2006 a recount of the Ober Funkia  polls started at the Waterloo NEC office. Counting was presided over by Mr. F.C. Bright NEC Western Area Commissioner in the presence of members of the press, civil society and the Sierra Leone Police. Although NEC requested the presence of both candidates at the recount only Ramson Hooke was present. The results of the polls were as follow:

Name of candidate                      Symbol                              Results

Johanis Rad Fornah                       Hoe                                     111

Ramson Hooke                             Book                                    110

No. of void votes:                                                                        4

Goderich: Village Community Centre

Polling station A

Observer: Manneh Massalay

Presiding Officer: Mr. Abayomi Wright

The Elections at the Goderich Community Centre, the Polling Station was divided into two–A and B. Since both stations were close to each other-about 20 meters apart; Ms. Massalay observed both polls. There were 1,172 registered voters but only 200 (two hundred) votes were cast. The Voters’ Register numbers were: 51701, 51800, 51801, and 51900.  

At Polling station B voting started at 7:30 am, thirty minutes behind schedule due to administrative and logistical problems. Only two hundred and ninety-nine votes were cast out of the five hundred and ninety six registered voters. Voting ended at 5:30 at Polling Station A. The Presiding Officer used his discretion to extend voting to compensate for the lost time

The two candidates had two representatives each at the Polling Station who were present from the start to the end of voting and counting.  None of the candidates’ observers protested or complained about any anomaly during the entire exercise.  Counting was done in the open.

RESULTS

Name of candidate


Symbol

  
Results

Mr. Mohamed A. Sesay

fish



62

Mr. Mustapha Papa Kamara

boat



48

No of void votes:                                                                                 4

Polling Station B

Name of Presiding Officer: Mr. Samuel A. Sesay
Name of candidate                     Symbols                                     Results                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Mr. Mohamed A. Sesay                 Fish                                           91

Mr. Mustapha Papa Kamara         Boat                                           98

No. of void votes:                                                                              11

Goderich Village: Polling Station Code W- 105016, 105017, and 105018- Rashideen Islamic Primary School, 

 Observer: Mrs. Hannah Gillen

Polling Station A (W – 105017)

RESULTS

Name of candidate                     Symbols                                     Results                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Mr. Mohamed A. Sesay                 Fish                                           41

Mr. Mustapha Papa Kamara         Boat                                           47

No. of void votes:                                                                              14

Polling Station B (W – 105018)

Name of candidate                     Symbols                                     Results                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Mr. Mohamed A. Sesay                 Fish                                          7 1

Mr. Mustapha Papa Kamara         Boat                                           89

No. of void votes:                                                                            8

Polling Station C (W – 105016)

Name of candidate                     Symbols                                     Results                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Mr. Mohamed A. Sesay                 Fish                                           72

Mr. Mustapha Papa Kamara         Boat                                           53

No. of void votes:                                                                           -

Incident:

The Elections were peaceful, free and fairly conducted, except for one unfortunate incident. A Polling Agent named Mohamed F. Bangura attempted and succeeded in using a past voter identity card bearing the name Morlai Kamara. About an hour later, another voter arrived at the Polling Station to vote with the same name (Morlai Kamara) on his identity card. The anomaly was picked up by the NEC Officials. Though voters present confirmed that the second person who carried the identity card with the name Morlai Kamara bears the real name, the NEC Officials refused to allow him to vote. This generated arguments. The Police quickly intervened and settled the matter. 

Goderich: Polling station Code W 105010-Ahmadiyya Muslim Primary School 

Observer: Christian Lawrence and Patrick Emerson Kai-Banya

Voting started at 9:00 am two hours behind the official time of 7:00 am. This was due to the fact that the centre which NEC had earlier announced for the Election (7th Battalion Military Barracks’ Officers Mess) was at the eleventh hour relocated to the Ahmadiyya Muslim Primary School. The public was not adequately informed. NEC officials who were contacted to give reasons for the sudden change of venue said that the Local Unit Commanding of the 7th Battalion intimated them that he had received orders from Defense Headquarters not to permit NEC to conduct elections within the barracks.

There were three Polling Stations within the centre: A, B and C

RESULTS

Station A 

Name of candidate                     Symbols                                     Results                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Mr. Mohamed A. Sesay                 Fish                                           36

Mr. Mustapha Papa Kamara         Boat                                           5

No. of void votes:                                                                            -

Station B

Name of candidate                     Symbols                                     Results                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Mr. Mohamed A. Sesay                 Fish                                           34

Mr. Mustapha Papa Kamara         Boat                                           13

No. of void votes:                                                                             -

Station C

Name of candidate                     Symbols                                     Results                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Mr. Mohamed A. Sesay                 Fish                                         56

Mr. Mustapha Papa Kamara         Boat                                          21

No. of void votes:                                                                          -

Adonkia Village: Polling station Code W 105001- R.E.C School 

Observer: Christian Lawrence and Patrick Emerson Kai-Banya

The Election was conducted in a relatively peaceful atmosphere. The candidates had two observers each stationed permanently in the Polling Station from start of until voting, end of counting and announcement of preliminary results. Since voting started late, the voting time was extended for 45 minutes. Official counting started at 5:45pm.

Name of Candidate                              Symbol             Results

Issa Bai Bangura                                     House                 112
Hamid Barrie                                           Hoe                    233

No of void votes                                                                28

Dublin (Banana Island): Polling station code W – 105004  

Observer: Mohamed Salim Conteh
Voting started at 10:13am and ended at 4:30. The elections were free, fair and peaceful. The number of void votes was relatively high which stresses the need for effective civic education to be undertaken by NEC and civil society groups before elections are conducted in the future.

RESULTS

Name of Candidate                                              Results

Elizabeth Turay



                 27

Dalton McCarthy                                                               6

No. of void votes
                                                        9

VOTER TURNOUT

The voter turnout was not impressive. The voter turnout was fairly good in some areas like REC School Funkia Polling Station where 258 people registered and 225 voted.  At the Goderich Community Centre Polling Station, out of the total number of 1,172 registered voters, only 200 votes were cast. Also, in Banana Island out of a total number of 83 registered voters, only 42 votes were cast.

In summary, there was voter apathy during the Elections. From interviews conducted with voters, most of them affirmed that the voter apathy was due to the lack of confidence in NEC to conduct a free and fair election. Many people considered the elections a ‘waste of time’. They claimed to have wasted their time and energy to register and vote during the July 2005 Headmen Elections which ended up in failure.  

CHALLENGES

1. Voting was to officially start at 7:00am, but that was not the case many Polling Stations. Voting in the Banana Island for example, started as late as 10:15am. Some of the Presiding Officers gave additional time to allow people to vote to compensate for the time lost. 

2. The number of void votes in almost all the stations was relatively high.  This shows that voter education was not effective.

3. The voter turnout was also relatively low. Most people that registered did not vote during the Elections. Some of the electorates attributed this voter apathy to the lack of trust they had in the whole electoral process.

4. NEC officials did not seem to have the capacity in terms of logistics to conduct the Elections. Mobility for example, was a problem. It was observed that as late as 7:45pm on the day of the elections, NEC officials were without vehicles to carry the ballot boxes to their head office.

5. The incident at Ober Funkia where there was a controversy between the NEC officials and the candidates over the use of four new voters’ registers was unfortunate. The NEC Presiding Officer at the station was openly arguing with candidates which created an unhealthy atmosphere for the electorates.  

RECOMMENDATIONS

1. One of the main reasons for a lot of eligible voters being disenfranchised either by not registering to vote, or casting void ballot papers was poor and insufficient voter education. NEC therefore needs to concentrate, over the next twelve months on developing adequate voter education materials. Cognisance needs to be taken of the very high illiteracy level in the country. Unique ways of imparting voter education need to be worked out. NEC needs to work with Civil Society groups and Non Governmental Organizations to help in the development of voter education materials and also to carry out voter education. 

            NEC, and Civil Society organizations should in the future ensure that before a  

            public election is held, a massive civil education campaign should  be conducted  

           to not   only generate the interest of the voters to vote on issues and not on 

           sentiments, but to ensure that they vote correctly during the elections day. The 

           quantum of void votes was relatively high and the voter turnout was also low.

2. NEC should in the future provide adequate logistics, especially vehicles, to its team when conducting an election.

3. The issue of elections should not only be the business of NEC. Civil Society and Community-Based Organizations should also take part in the process by at least serving as observers and embarking on civic education in order to ensure a smooth and credible electoral process.

4. NEC should ensure that a proper registration process takes place before it conducts an election. Controversies and tensions are bound to occur if a proper registration process does not take place before elections are conducted.

ANNEX

OBSERVER TEAM

Lead Observers

Patrick Emerson Kai – Banya has been an English language teacher at the Young Women’s Christian Association (YWCA) vocational institute in Freetown. He holds a Bachelor’s degree in Linguistics and Political Science from Fourah Bay College, University of Sierra Leone. At Fourah Bay College he served as Presidential Spokesman and also Information Minister in the Students’ Union Government. He also served as Deputy Editor – General of the National Union of Sierra Leone Students (NUSS) Press Federation. He is currently Acting Programme Manager in the Civil and Political Affairs Department of the Campaign for Good Governance (CGG) and Public Relations Officer, Youth Crime Watch of Sierra Leone. 

Christian Lawrence is currently an Assistant Programme Officer in the Programmes Department, Campaign for Good Governance. He holds a Bachelor of Arts with Hons. Degree in Political Science from Fourah Bay College, University of Sierra Leone; and is currently a Master of Philosophy student in Political Science (in the same institution). He is a researcher and has undertaken many opinion polls and surveys gearing towards complementing the work of government and other stakeholders in the drive to improve the lives of Sierra Leoneans. He was also part of the team that wrote the National Anti-Corruption Strategy – NACS report. His most recent published work is titled: “The Government’s Fight Against Corruption in Sierra Leone” (see CGG website at www.slcgg.org).

Other CGG Observers 

Mrs. Hannah Gillen 

Mohamed Conteh 

Maurice Porter 

Manneh Massallay
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