CAMPAIGN FOR GOOD GOVERNANCE

                                         Press Statement

MOB JUSTICE TAKING OVER THE JUSTICE SYSTEM!!
Recent frightening extra-judicial murders in Freetown have revealed that some of the awful practices during the intra-war periods in the country are still having a hangover on citizens even at this development phase in our history. The murder of Mr. Robert Kenneth Moore (the erstwhile Head of the Enforcement Unit in the Ministry of Lands, Country Planning and the Environment) on the 8th June 2006 was unfortunate.
It would be recalled that the Campaign for Good Governance unequivocally condemned the mysterious murder of a man at Tengbeh Town around the 15th of May 2006. We also want to draw the attention of the government and the general public that an individual was seemingly brutally murdered in the Dillet Street area of Freetown at around the mid of May 2006.
What is particularly noticeable about these episodes is that they are happening in a trend.  Citizens seem to have resorted with alacrity to the practice of taking the law into their own hands and the extra-judicially killing of individuals is becoming the new trend for resolving issues rather than using the appropriate channels. Such macabre incidents are unfortunate, especially so when the country has emerged from a brutal conflict and now in a peace consolidation phase. Such acts foster a high sense of insecurity; and gives rise to a reflection of the days of the war, something we want to move away from. In the case of Mr. Moore, he was just performing his official duty when he met his savage death.
 We totally condemn the killing of Mr. Kenneth Moore by some ruthless citizens of Sierra Leone which we think is an affront to civilization.

There are important lessons that these unfortunate incidences teach us as it is apparent that citizens seem to have lost faith in the Police to effectively maintain internal security/law and order. They therefore prefer to go as far as committing such brutal murders to ‘ensure justice’. This is unacceptable in a democratic society like Sierra Leone. 
We take this opportunity to proffer the following recommendation

To all citizens and everyone residing in Sierra Leone. According to Chapter III 
of the Sierra Leone Constitution of 1991 which dilates on “the recognition and protection of fundamental human rights and freedoms of the individual” section 15 states that “…subject to respect for the rights and freedoms of others and for the public interest, to each and all of the following - life, liberty, security of person, the enjoyment of property, and the protection”:
· All should refrain from taking the lives of others.

· All should always respect the rule of law. 

To the Ministry of Lands, Country Planning and the Environment:
· Establish and publicise a demolition plan as was done

immediately after the present Minister (of the Ministry in question)   assumed office. 
· The plan should include the Police as they are an integral part of the whole process. They should not only be involved in the execution of the demolition plan, but in the conception stages as well. 
· The demolition plan should be based on a constructive town planning system. Though the demolition exercise itself is claimed to be devoid of selectivity and/or political biasness, but it should be done in a way that could convince the general citizenry that it is the case.

· We further encourage the Lands Ministry and related government departments to conduct the demolition exercise at the initial phase of occupation rather than waiting till an entire community has been established.
 To the Police

· We encourage the Police to strengthen its intelligence and

                              intervention strategies based on this experience in order to deter the

                              re-occurrence of these unwarranted incidents. 
                    The government

· We furthermore urge the government to thoroughly observe and investigate the underlying reasons responsible for the on-going spate of violence around the country and develop constructive measures which should not be limited to the proverbial press statement and police investigation.  

Good Governance, Democracy and rule of law is the responsibility of both the governors and the governed.  Lawlessness is inimical to the development of any nation.
We wish to express our heartfelt sympathy to the bereaved family and assure them of our support in ensuring that the perpetrators are brought to justice.
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